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Resumo The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic required the 

implementation of containment measures to slow the spread of the virus.1,2 The 
main measures are social distance, personal hygiene, and the use of 
face masks.3 Adherence to containment measures depends on individual 
factors,4 including personality traits.5,6 Previous evidence indicates that people 
with high levels of empathy tend to adhere more to containment measures.7 In 
contrast, people presenting high scores on the dark triad traits tend to adhere 
less to these measures.8,9 The expression dark triad refers to the set of three 
constellations of subclinical socially aversive traits: machiavellianism, narcissism, 
and psychopathy.10 Each component of the dark triad has specific 
characteristics, although they overlap in terms of manipulation and insensitivity 
traits.11 In this study, our focus was on one of the components of the dark 
triad, namely, psychopathy. 
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